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IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend claims 1-13 by rewriting same to read as 
follows : 



--1. (Amended) An audio signal processing method for 
performing [tke] a process for decoding [the] supplied data 
[supplied] , comprising the steps of: 

[wherein it\is detected] detecting whether zero data 
continues for a predetermined period of time in [the] said 
supplied data[,]j. 

[wherein in the\case where] determining, when zero data 
continue for said predetermined period of time, [it is 
determined] that [the] \said supplied data are compressed audio 
data [are involved, ]j_ ant 

[wherein the process\ for] performing a decoding [the] 
operation on said supplied\data [is performed] 
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--2. (Amended) [An] TheXaudio signal processing method 
[as] described in claim 1, wherein upon detection that zero 
data continue for said predetermined period of time, [the 
decode process] said decoding is\ performed by switching [the] 
said supplied data to [the decodeX process] said decoding 
operation based on the sync signal\of [the] said supplied 
data . 



--3. (Amended) [An] The audidy^^n^L processing method 
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[as] described in 
zero data continui 
not detected, it i 
are non- compressed 
process] said decodin 
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[in the case where] when 
predetermined period of time is 
that [the] said supplied data 
involved] , and [the decode 
s performed . 




4 . (Amended) [An] The audio signal processing method 
[as] described in\claim 3, wherein said supplied audio data 
are stored for said\predetermined period during which it is 
detected whether [the\ said zero data continue [or not] , and 
[in the where] when it Vs determined that [the] said supplied 
data are non- compressed \udio data [is involved] , the result 
of decoding [the] said supplied audio data is output following 
the result of decoding rthelX said stored audio data [stored] . 



--5. (Amended) [An] The audio signal processing method 
[as] described in claim 1, wherein the output of [the data 
decoded] said decoding operation is muted/for said 
predetermined period of time during wh:Lch it is detected 
whether zero data continue for said predetermined period of 
time . 



--6. (Amended) [An] The aud/o signal processing method 
[as] described in claim 1, wheyein [in the case where the] 
when said data supplied during said decode operation are 
continuous zero data, the operation [is performed again] for 
detecting whether [the] said zero data continue for said 
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predetermined period of ^me is repeated , 




■7 . 



tended) An audio signal processing apparatus 
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comprising^. 

detection r\eans for detecting whether zero data continue 
for a predetermined period of time in [the] supplied data [ J j. 

determining means for determining that said supplied data 
is [the] compressed Naudio data [in the case where] when the 
result of detection by said detection means [has] is that zero 
data [continuing] continues for said predetermined period of 
time [ , ] j_ and 

[decode] decoding m^ans for decoding [the] said supplied 
data based on the result <3f said determination [in] by; said 
determining means . 



--8, (Amended) [An] The audio signal processing apparatus 
[as] described in claim 7, wherein [in the c^se where] when 
said detection means detects that zero d^a continue for said 
predetermined period of time, said [decode] decoding means 
switches to [the decode process] s^id decoding based on the 
sync signal of said^^jenplied d^€a^_ and decodes said supplied 
data. ^^S^^ 



--9. (Amended) [An] The audio signal processing apparatus 
[as] described in cdaim 8, wherein said determining means 
determines thatyfthe] said supplied data are non-compressed 
audio data [y£ involved in the case where] when zero data are 
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not detected continu^^C^ jHor: said predetermined period of 
time . 



10. (Amended) [An] The audi^fo signal processing 
apparatus [as] described in clairi^ 9, wherein said [decode] 
decoding means includes a memory for storing said supplied 
\ audio data for said predetermined period of time during which 
^^^^^(^Vt is determined whether [thej zero data are continuously 
/ detected [or not] , and [in t^ie case where] when it is 

determined that said supplied data are non- compressed audio 
data [is involved] , said ai/dio signal processing apparatus 
I outputs the [output] data /decoded from said supplied data 

following the output data/ decoded by said decode means from 
said audio data stored in said memory. 
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■11. (Amended) [An] The audio signal processing 
apparatus [as] described in claim 7, further comprising muting 
means for muting the output of [the decoded data output] said 
decoding means for said predetermined period of time during 
which it is detected whether zero/data continue. 



--12. (Amended) [An] The afudio signal processing 
apparatus [as] described in g/Laim 11, wherein [the mute] 
operation of said muting me^ns is canceled [with] at the start 
of [the decode operation q/E] decoding by said [decode] 
decoding means . 
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